in order to argue, and so to think more about the subject. She may rest assured that this is achieved. The help of leading authorities in the wide field of child psychiatry covered in the text is acknowledged in the preface, and their influence and expertise greatly add to the value of this book.
H BEVAN JONES Angiography of Trauma by Whei-Rung Fu MD pp 106 illustrated 311.75 Springfield, Ill.: Charles C Thomas 1972 The author deals very briefly with the findings on angiography, following trauma, of the aorta, spleen, liver, kidney and extremities. Trauma to the skull is not covered, a serious omission since this probably presents the most difficult diagnostic problem. The recognition of visceral traumatic lesions should pose no great difficulties to the radiologist, provided he is blessed with adequate equipment, and from this point of view the book is of limited value. Surgeons in this country have been remarkably slow in taking advantage of this type of radiological assistance, and perhaps this book should be placed in the hands of our surgical colleagues dealing with trauma to remind them of what they are missing. The illustrations could bear a good deal of improvement. This monograph is intended as a practical guide for physicians who have no special experience in paediatric nephrology; and until such time as there are enough psediatric nephrologists this book will fill a need. Many, however, will find confusing the reference to the severity of renal failure in terms of 'percentage of normal' and would prefer absolute figures. The section on calcium metabolism and renal osteodystrophy has necessarily suffered because of rapid advances in this field, but even by the end of 1971 it was known that production of 25-hydroxycholecalciferol was normal in chronic renal failure. It is a pity to see tetracycline in the table of antibiotics for use in renal failure, even though the dose has been modified. The author is clearly at ease when describing practical aspects of nephrology such as the technique and management of peritoneal dialysis and his views on haemodialysis and transplantation would be generally acceptable. In particular he advises starting chronic dialysis before many of the complications of uremia have occurred, when the plasma creatinine is about 10 mg/100 ml. He also advocates making an arteriovenous fistula for dialysis as an elective procedure some time before dialysis is likely to be necessary. The author makes a statement that hamodialysis improves the anemia of chronic renal failure but fails to reverse metastatic calcification; this is totally at variance with the views of others. Nevertheless Professor James has written a book that is easily readable and of manageable size. Rightly he has chosen not to encompass the whole of nephrology but to stick to those diseases of most practical importance to pediatricians.
H E de WARDENER Cardiovascular Fluid Dynamics edited by D H Bergel vol 1 ppxxii+365 £7.50 vol2 ppxxii+398 £7.50 London & New York: Academic Press 1972 The editor of this ambitious work states in the preface that 'The purpose of this book is to make available . the results of the intensive study of the fluid dynamics of the mammalian cardiovascular system undertaken in the previous decade'. It must be said at once that it admirably succeeds in its aim.
Each of the nineteen chapters, all written by internationally recognized authorities from both sides of the Atlantic, deals comprehensively with a single aspect. The earlier chapters are concerned with measurement techniques and establish a properly critical approach from the start. Later chapters deal amongst other things with myocardial contractility, the heart valves, the arteries, rheology in large vessels, the properties of the blood vessel wall and pulmonary hkmodynamics. The chapter on myocardial contractility should be compulsory reading for all cardiovascular research workers planning a major study involving this: it would discourage many projects of doubtful value.
The authors include physicians as well as physiologists, mathematicians and engineers, but the presentation is heavily biased towards the nonclinical disciplines and the work is aimed at biologists, physiologists, engineers and physicists. However, any clinical cardiologist who believes it is desirable to have an insight into the dynamics of the circulation should read this book; he may well find some of the mathematics difficult to followas indeed did the reviewerbut cannot help but benefit from the attempt.
There is no clear separation between the contents of the two volumes and the presentation in this form appears to be simply to provide books of comfortable size to handle. They are well produced and it is a pleasure, for once these days, to feel that the purchaser will be getting good value for money.
